Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 04827 051417Z 

44 

ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 COME-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 

NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 /045 W 

065228 

R 051333Z JUL 75 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1774 
INFO AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 
AMEMBASSY ROME 

UNCLAS JIDDA 4827 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BGEN, SA 

SUBJECT: FLOATING HOTEL FOR JIDDA 

1. A REPRESENTATIVE OF REDEC, LOCAL COMPANY OWNED BY 
PROMINENT SAUDI BUSINESSMAN AND ENTREPRENEUR GAITH 
PHARAON, HAS STATED THAT REDEC HAS BEEN NEGOTIATING TO 
ACQUIRE THE ITALIAN LINER MICHELANGELO FOR USE AS A FLOAT- 
ING HOTEL AT JIDDA. 

2. THIS WOULD PROVIDE SORELY NEEDED HOTEL SPACE, BUT 
REDEC IS HAVING TROUBLE GETTING AUTHORIZATION FROM THE 
JIDDA PORT AUTHORITIES TO LOCATE THE SHIP IN THE HARBOR 
AREA. WHETHER AN ACCOMMODATION WILL BE WORKED OUT 
REMAINS TO BE SEEN. 
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